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2nd MINNESOTA BATTERY 
 

“ACTION FRONT” 
Circular No. 326 February 2025 

On This Date-160 Years Ago 

Remarks for the Month of February, 1865 
(Numbers indicate the day of the month) 

 
6 Sergt. John McCausland died of Small 
Pox in Hosp't. Chattanooga, Tenn. Jan. 25, 
1865. 
 
9 Ole Erickson recruit arrived from Ft. 
Snelling, Minn. in charge Capt. N. C. Daniels 9th 
Minn. Vol. Infty.  Sergt. E. A. Whitefield and 
private James A. Hagadorn absent with leave 
since Feb. 6, 1865. 
 
10 James Blair absent with leave since Jan 
27, 1865 
 
11 Martin Hosli returned from Hospital. 
 
20 John H. Arnell, artificer discharged from 
U. S. service for disability by reason of Surg.  
Certificate, By Order of Maj. Gen Thomas,  on 
date 16 Feb 
 
21 Corp. J. B. White promoted to Serg't to 
date from Feb. 20, 1865. 
 
25 Sergt. E. A. Whitefield absent without 
leave since Feb. 20/64.  J. A. Hagadorn absent 
sick since Feb. 26/64 per Surg.  Certificate dated 
Feb. 14, 1865 
 
27 Artificer Lewis M. Beers died of 
Congestion of the Brain in Hospt. Chatt. Tenn. 
Feb. 16, 1865. 

 
 
 

Events for 2025 
 While we have already been contacted by 
several places wanting us to come in 2025, there is 
room for more events on the calendar.  Continue 
watching for information on events that we may want 
to consider for the 2025 reenacting season.  A list of 
these potential events will be compiled and 
discussed starting in February with a final vote on the 
2025 calendar in March. 
  
 

Dues Are Due! 
 Did you pay your dues 
at the January meeting?  If 
you did, this message is NOT 
for you! 
 The annual 
membership dues for 2025 
are due in January, so the 
form is attached to the last 
page of this newsletter.  The treasurer would 
appreciate your prompt attention to the dues as he 
needs to be sure he knows who is a member in good 
standing.  This is especially important as we come to 
the elections and decisions on events and 
expenditures. 
 Send dues to Dary Duden.  His address is on 
the form.  
 Please do fill in the form on the last page to 
update your email, phone, or anything else that may 
have changed.  We want to have accurate info to find 
our members if we need to. 

Next Meeting 
 Of   

Date and Location to be announced 
Our usual meeting place at the Elks Lodge is not 
available for our February meeting, so other 
arrangements are being made.  Watch your email for 
further information.   
Contact Ken Cunningham with questions or agenda items.  
651-388-2945. 
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Battery Profiles 
Stephen Toreson 

 

Stephen was born on a farm in Tinglestad, Norway, on August 16, 1830, and came to Muskego, Wisconsin with his 
family in 1854 when he was 24.  He worked on a farm there for a couple of years before he traveled with a group of men to 
Minnesota.  As soon as Stephen arrived, he filed a claim for land, 180 acres in Eureka Township, Dakota County.   

The land was raw, so Stephen lived with another family according to the 1857 census, while he worked to improve 
his claim.  He had good reason to work hard at building a house, clearing land and establishing his farm—he wanted to 
marry and needed a home for his new bride.  Stephen had met Ingeborg Anderson when they were living in Wisconsin, but 
she did not come to Minnesota until later in 1857.  They married in February of 1858 and settled down to farm and raise a 
family.  Both had family living nearby in Eureka.  Stephen’s father and brother had the next farms over from Stephen’s land 
and Ingeborg’s family was about a mile away.  Their first son was born in November of 1858, followed by a daughter born in 
January of 1860.  Another son and daughter were born in 1861 and 1863. 

 The battles with Confederates may have been far away from their farm, but the 
Civil War was intruding on the family farm life Stephen and Ingeborg were working at 
building.  Two of Stephen’s brothers were drafted, a third one enlisted, and the farm 
economy of the area was suffering.  Stephen decided to enlist to serve one year in the 
army.  He received a bounty of $100 for his agreement to serve, $33.33 at his enlistment 
and the balance in two later payments. 
 This is where the misspelling of Stephen’s last name went down in official 
records.  Military records spell Stephen’s surname “Toreson.”  Family records show an 
“h” to make his name Thoreson.  Stephen’s brother, Ole said Stephen dropped the “h” 
while in the army.  Ole mentioned the spelling in the pension deposition he gave for 
Ingeborg, he did not provide a reason for the change.  However, known records where 
Stephen was required to sign his name show only his mark, “X.”  Family stories indicate 
Stephen had very little education and was likely illiterate his entire life.  With Stephen’s 
inability to read, probably aided by his Norwegian accent, he likely never knew his name 
was misspelled by the army. 
 Stephen reported to Fort Snelling on August 26, 1864, leaving behind his 
pregnant wife and four small children.  He was assigned to the Second Minnesota 
Battery of Light Artillery and went South with a group of recruits.  He reached the Battery 
in September while they were in garrison duty near Chattanooga, Tennessee.   
 Garrison duty remained the assignment for the Battery for the rest of the war, so 
Stephen was set to work repairing the fortifications instead of fighting Confederates.  

The Battery’s captain, William Hotchkiss, was detached from the unit and ended up overseeing artillery at the Battle of 
Nashville.  One gun section from the Second Minnesota Battery started for Nashville, but were turned back and did not 
participate in the fight. 

 Family stories tell of Stephen being captured, but military records do not provide any evidence that Stephen 
was ever held by the Confederacy.  His name does not appear in the morning reports as ever being absent from the 
Battery.  He never reported sick and he was never noted by name for any reason in any known official Battery report.  His 
muster sheets indicate he was present throughout the year of service he provided to the Union Army. 

 At the end of the war, the Battery returned to Fort Snelling where the men received their final pay and 
settled their accounts with the Army before being discharged on August 16, 1865. 

 Stephen returned to his farm and family, a family that continued to grow to include eleven children.  By 
1880, stories of rich lands in the Red River Valley were circulating and several friends from the area had moved there for 
that better land.  Their reports enticed Stephen to head north with his brother and stake a claim near Grafton, Dakota 
Territory.  They built a cabin and began breaking the virgin prairie.  Ingeborg and the younger 
children stayed on their original farm in Dakota County, Minnesota. 

The hard labor of breaking new land was too much for 52 year old Stephen.  He suffered 
from a kidney disorder he blamed on his service in the Civil War.  After two years in the Red River 
Valley, he returned to Minnesota and died on, September 22, 1882.  He is buried in Highview 
Cemetery in Dakota County, Minnesota. 

When Ingeborg applied for a widow’s pension, she said they had no mortgage on their 180 
acres when Stephen died.  He left her four horses, seven milk cows, two calves, three hogs, some 
wheat and oats enough to feed the horses and for seed, but no money.  Ingeborg’s son farmed the 
land and gave her a portion of the crops as payment.  Only their last child, Alfred, born in 1875, was 
under 16 years of age when Stephen died, so Ingeborg included him in the pension application. 

Stephen had his will made out before his death where he made known his wishes for his 
estate.  His estate was left to Ingeborg with the provision that she remain single.  He left each of his 
sons $300 and each of his daughters $100, to be paid at the time they came of age.  Pension 
records indicate Ingeborg did give the children their inheritance as Stephen’s will indicated, but only 
so long as she had enough money.  Further testimony in the depositions tell the story of just barely 
having enough money to get by on. 

The last dated pension record on file for Ingeborg was 1901.  The spelling change from 
Toreson to Thoreson was a problem for the pension department.  Family records and memories 
indicate Ingeborg did eventually receive a $12 month pension as Stephen’s widow. 
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Article submitted by Becky Loader 

 

 
Continued on next page 
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“Don’t Forget your Soldier Lovers!” A Story of Civil War Valentines 
By Angela Esco Elder | 

 Some may be surprised to learn that St. Valentine’s Day, and all its commercialism, was alive 
and well during the bloodiest war of our nation’s past. Much like today, nineteenth-century advertisers 

and newspapers relentlessly warned their patrons that the 
holiday loomed. On February 11, 1864, the Holmes County 
Farmer newspaper in Ohio read, “We are reminded that 
Valentine Day is approaching. Tuesday next, the 14th inst., 
is set aside as the carnival of lovers. It is said the birds 
choose their mates on that day, and, it being leap year, it is 
expected all the marriageable girls will select their mates.” 
 During the war, companies ran a number of 
Valentine ads that targeted women with loved ones off at 
battle. “Don’t forget your soldier lovers. Keep their courage 
up with a rousing Valentine. All prices. Six cents to five 
dollars each,” advertised Strong’s Valentine Depot in 1862. 
In 1863, New York City’s American Valentine Company 
promoted “soldiers’ valentine packets,” “army valentine 
packets,” and “torch of love packets.” In Washington D.C., 
Shillington’s likewise advertised packets specifically for 
soldiers, which “contains two superb sentimental valentines 
and elegant embossed envelopes; also comic valentines 
and beautiful 
valentine cards 
in fancy 
envelopes. 
 In some 
cases, this 
collision of 
holiday and 
war was quite 
jarring. For 
example, in 
February 1862, 

Indiana’s Evansville Daily Journal described Main Street 
bookstores filled with card displays “large and varied 
enough to suit the tastes of all.” Immediately beneath this 
bulletin was a notice to the recently wounded and those in 
mourning: “Disabled soldiers applying for pensions, and 
the widow or heirs of soldiers who have been killed, or died 
in service, should call” began the section, followed by 
another notice related to “troops moving.” This newspaper 
column, flowing from one topic to the next, provides 
powerful insight into the daily experiences of the 
homefront. Yes, the war was about troop movements. Yes, 
the war included wounds, death, and pensions. But even 
as wives worried ceaselessly about the loss of husbands, 
scanning the papers for news, they also read 
advertisements and planned for their Valentine’s 
celebrations. Life did not stop in the midst of war. Neither 
did holidays. And advertisers knew it. 
 

Valentine’s Day advertisement in The New York 
Herald, January 27, 1863. 

Continued on next page 

https://www.journalofthecivilwarera.org/author/angela-elder/
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 Soldiers at war also remembered Valentine’s Day. Though they appeared less likely to 
purchase formal Valentine’s stationery, original poetry and letters of love came home in abundance. 
One particularly special valentine came from Confederate soldier Robert H. King, who created a 
paper heart with a pen knife for his wife, Louiza. When opened, the seemingly random holes in the 
paper reveal two people separated from one another, crying. 
 On November 8, 1861, Robert had written to his wife, “it panes my hart to think of leaven you 
all” and signed his letter as many soldiers did, with “yours til death.” Ultimately, this would be true, and 
all Louiza would be left with was this paper heart. Robert died of typhoid fever near Petersburg, 
Virginia, in April 1863. She kept this valentine until her own death decades later, perhaps believing 
there is more heart in handmade. 
 To return to our original question, are our contemporaries correct in their claim that materialism 
is ripping out the heart of Valentine’s Day? Perhaps not. At least in the nineteenth century, 
materialism was part of the holiday all along.  
 When Sarah Woif married Sylvanus Emswiller of Shenandoah County on Valentine’s Day 

1861, she likely was not thinking about advertisers, 
but rather, the love associated with the holiday. She 
certainly was not thinking about the fact that she, 
too, would become a widow in 1863 when Sylvanus 
died of pneumonia, fighting with the Second Virginia 
Infantry. Love, loss, celebration, heartache – they all 
swirled together in the Civil War. 
 The creativity of advertisers is not to be 
undersold as enterprising executives have 
discovered how to widen the consumer market to 
include those who are currently unattached.  
 “After the chocolates have been eaten and 
the flowers wilt, roaches remain thriving and 
triumphant. Give the gift that’s eternal and name a 
roach for Valentine’s Day.”  
 That’s right, for fifteen 
dollars, you can name a roach after 
your ex and send them a digital 
certificate from the Bronx Zoo! 

     The Second Minnesota Light Artillery Battery is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation and 
interpretation of Civil War history by living it. 
     Membership is $12 per year.  Non-member newsletter 
subscription rate is $6.00 per year. 
     For information on the Battery, please contact: 
 

President 
Ken Cunningham 
1170 Golf Ridge Circle 
Red Wing, MN  55066  Phone: (651) 388-2945 
 

Treasurer 
Daryl Duden 
1210 West 4th Street 
Red Wing, MN  55066  Phone: (651) 388-6520 
 

Twin Cites Metro Area Contact 
Ron & Vickie Wendel 
12419 Redwood Street NW 
Coon Rapids, MN  55448 Phone: (763) 754-2476 
 

E-mail: 2mnbattery@gmail.com 
 

Battery Website: 
http://www.2mnbattery.org 

Robert H. King’s valentine for Louiza. Courtesy of the Library of Virginia. 

Continued from previous page 
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Your Country Needs You! 

And so does the Battery! 
 

 2025 dues are DUE!!     To remain on the active member list, your dues are: 
 
    Civilian Member   $12.00 
    Military Member   $12.00 
    Associate Member  $  6.00 
    Junior Member (14-17)  $  6.00 
    Junior Member (under 14)       Free 

 
Name(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State and Zip: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
e-mail address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please send this form and your check to: 
      Daryl Duden 
      1210 West 4th Street 
      Red Wing, MN  55066 
 

 
 
PLEASE fill out this form to be sure we have the most accurate contact info 
for members, especially if you have changed addresses, emails, phones, etc.   
 


